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takes on some of the particular interest of the
animals themselves, 1 believe that before the
white man came to East Africa the elephant was
nearly as much a plains animal as a forest animal,
but he now tends to stay in the forests where the
risk is not so great. On the plains there are no
elephant paths now, if there ever were, for in
open country elephants do not go in single iile*
But in the forests there are elephant paths every-
where* In fact, if it were not for the elephant
paths travel in the forest would be almost im-
possible, and above the forests m the bamboo
country this is equally true* One travels prac-
tically all the time on their trails and they go
everywhere except in the tree ferns- Tree fern
patches arc not very extensive, but I have never
seen an elephant track or an elephant in them.
The elephants are constantly changing the paths
for various reasons; among others* because the
natives are in the habit of digging; elephant pits
in the trails. But there are some trails that have
evidently been used for centuries. One time we
bad followed a band of elephants on the Aher-
dare Plateau and had devilled them until they
began to travel away* We followed until the
trail led through a paj*H m the mountain* and we
realised that they were going into a different
region altogether. That trail in the pass was a
little wider than an cltphant'ft foot and worn six
inches deep in the $olid rock. It must have take**